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process is demanded by laundry patrons. Simplification in dress and the 
growth of the custom of not ironing bed linen and underclothes and of 
wearing more frequently materials requiring neither starch nor ironing 
are desirable from the standpoint of the employees in the laundry 
industry. 

Frances Fenton Bernard 
Gainesville, Fla. 

Report on the Condition of Woman and Child Wage-Earners in the 
United States. In 19 volumes. 61st Cong., 2d Sess., Senate 
Doc. 645. Prepared under the direction of Charles P. Neill, 
Commissioner of Labor. Vol. XV. Relation Between Occupa- 
tion and Criminality of Women. Washington, 1911. Pp. 119. 
The common belief that an increase of criminality among women has 
accompanied the widening of their industrial sphere is found in this study 
not to be supported by the evidence. The investigation was based upon 
the records of penal institutions and probation records in five states, and 
3,229 women in all were studied in six states. Serious difficulties in 
gathering definite information from the state concerning its prisoners 
were encountered, but every possible channel for verifying and checking 
information was utilized. 

Statistics of the offenders studied shows the highest percentage of 
criminality, 80 per cent, in the group designated in the Census domestic 
and personal service, and especially among servants and waitresses in 
that group, the traditional occupations of women. An examination of 
the earliest occupations of these offenders further emphasizes the high 
percentage of crime in this group. Moreover, while the number and 
proportion of wage-earning women is increasing, and increasing especially 
in the newer industrial pursuits, criminality among women seems to be 
decreasing if the f alling-off in the female prison population can be taken 
as evidence in that direction. 

The real relation between occupation and criminality among women 
seems to be not directly causal but to lie in the demand a given pursuit 
makes for intelligence and character in its workers. (It is a criticism of 
women employers and of all who engage employees for domestic and 
personal service that this work has been so little standardized and 
elevated as to demand low-grade employees.) 

Immorality among women, of which a separate study is here made, 
seems to be due chiefly to the influence of early training or lack of training 
and to defective mentality. Low wages and poverty were found not to be 
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direct causes of immorality, but to have some indirect influence. In 
short, general social conditions are to be assigned as chief causes of the 
downfall of the more intelligent class of wrongdoers. Exception might 
be taken to the use of the term "inherited attitude" and "inherited taste 
for liquor," which are used as partial causes in certain cases. 

This volume contains some exceedingly interesting material, reports 
of special cases, and discussions and is characterized by carefulness of 
statement and method and unwillingness to draw general conclusions 
from slight evidence. 

Frances Fenton Bernard 

Gainesville, Fla. 



Report on the Condition of Woman and Child Wage-Earners in the 

United States. In 19 volumes. 61st Cong., 2d Sess., Senate 

Doc. 645. Prepared under the direction of Charles P. Neill, 

Commissioner of Labor. Vol. XVI. Family Budgets of 

Cotton-Mill Workers. Washington, 191 1. Pp. 255. 

"The precise character and purpose" of the study of the family 

budgets among cotton-mill workers in Fall River and the South was to 

determine inductively from the customs prevailing in the communities 

selected what is a fair standard of living and what is the minimum 

standard upon which families in those communities are maintaining 

physical efficiency. 

The main study was confined to 14 families in Fall River and 21 
families in the South, and in addition the incomes of 75 families in the 
South in relation to fair and minimum standards were studied. The 
value of the study, therefore, limited as it was, lies in the claim of repre- 
sentativeness for the families chosen by the investigators, and in the 
presentation of numerous and concrete details of their prevailing modes 
of living, such as daily menus and expenditures for clothing of different 
members of the families. 

The minimum standard of living for a normal family of five was found 
to be in the South $408 . 26. This standard, however, assumes conditions 
which are practically non-existent. The fair standard, that is, one pro- 
viding for more than physical efficiency, for the same type of family was 
$600. 74. But few of the heads of the cotton-mill families earn so much, 
and even where several members of the family earn wages, they are 
irregular and fluctuating. 

In Fall River the minimum standard was found to be $484.41, the 
fair standard, $690.95. Here the investigation could not be so detailed 



